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PROPOSAL. BOEGH ALSO SAID THAT NORWAY WOULD WELCOME ANY COOPERATIVE 
ACTION WITH THE U.S. PROTESTING OF THE AUSTRALIAN PROPOSAL. 

"NORWAY IS AS YOU KNOW STRONGLY AGAINST DISCRIMINATION OF ANY 
KIND IN INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING AND TRADE, AND WE THEREFORE 
RESENT THIS LATEST AUSTRALIAN MEASURE. 

"THE AUSTRALIAN OIL CARGO PREFERENCE PLAN WAS TOUCHED 
UPON AT THE OECD - MTC MEETING IN PARIS 22 AND 23 IANUARY. IT 
WAS AGREED TO RETURN TO THE QUESTION WHEN THE AUSTRALIAN 
PLANS HAD MATERIALIZED. 

"ACCORDING TO INFORMATION I HAVE RECEIVED FROM CANBERRA. 

THE AUSTRALIAN MINISTRY OF JUSTICE HAS STATED THAT THE 40 PERCENT OIL 
CARGO PREFERENCE PLAN IS ILLEGAL UNDER THE TRADE PRACTICES 
ACT. IT IS. HOWEVER, EXPECTED THAT THIS WILL ONLY RESULT IN A 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE REALIZATION OF THE PLAN. 

"AS YOU KNOW THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT IN FEBRUARY 1973 
DECIDED THAT UP TO 40 PERCENT OF ALL FUTURE EXPORTS OF 
AUSTRALIAN MINERALS SHOULD BE CARRIED IN AUSTRALIAN SHIPS. 

"THE NORWEGIAN REPRESENTATIVES IN CABERRA A AND OECD 
IN PARIS EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN OVER THE PORPOSAL TO REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT. THIS WAS DONE IN CONSULTATION 
WITH THE OTHER NORDIC COUNTRIES AND INTERESTED MEMBERS OF THE 
OECD. 

"AS TO WHAT ACTION WE PLAN TO TAKE THIS TIME MUCH WILL 
DEPEND UPON THE DISCUSSIONS IN THE OCED AND CSG (CONSULTATIVE 
SHIPPING GROUP). IF IT IS AGREED TO MAKE FRESH REPRESENTATIONS, 

WE, FOR OUR PART, WOULD CERTAINLY WELCOME PARTICIPATION THEREIN 
BY AS MANY COUNTRIES AS POSSIBLE. 

"THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WOULD, OF 
COURSE, BE PARTICULARLY WELCOME. 

"ALTHOUGH ONLY 3 PERCENT OF THE NORWEGIAN TANKER FLEET IS EN- 
GAGED IN THE AUSTRALIAN OIL TRADE, WE ARE VERY MUCH CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE EFFECT WHICH AN OIL CARGO PREFERENCE PLAN, INTRO- 
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DUCED BY A MEMBER OF THE OECD, WILL HAVE ON OTHER COUNTRIES." 

BYRNE 
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